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Soldiers and Civilization covers the history of 

the military profession in the Western World 

from the ancient Greeks to the present day. 

Drawing from military history, sociology, and 

other disciplines, it goes beyond traditional 

insights to locate the military profession in 

the context of both literary and cultural 

history. Reed Bonadonna maintains that 

soldiers have made an unacknowledged 

contribution to the theory and practice of 

civilization, and that they will again be called 

upon to do so in important ways. The 

comprehensive nature of the book and the 

extent to which Bonadonna draws on the 

disciplines of the humanities to make his 

points set this volume apart from others on 

the subject. 
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